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that it was wrong and to demonstrate this by searching into the African past for achievements which the biased eye of the white man had overlooked . In the intermingling of these two responses may be seen most of the elements in the Negro American's influence on Africa. This influence would not be expected to make itself felt to any degree until after the American Civil War and the emancipation of the slaves . Nevertheless, some Negroes in America showed an interest in Africa before . the i86os-usually in the face of the criticism of black abolitionists such as Frederick Douglass who considered the African dream a dangerous diversification of energies which were needed in the fight for emancipation and civil rights at home 9-which provided a basis on which coloured Americans' aspirations could build after the Civil War. Liberia, of course, supplied them with a focus. Its American-style Constitution and Declaration of Independence in 1847 seemed to demonstrate`beyond all reasonable doubt that the Black Man is capable of self-government' 1°-though there have been cynics, Negro as well as white, who have felt that the existence of Liberia has done as much to delay as to advance African self-government. " But, for one of the major pre-Civil War Negro American exponents of the 'Back-to-Africa' dream, Martin R. Delany, Harvard-trained physician and first Negro to be commissioned with field rank by president Lincoln, the Liberians were a`noble band of brothers 1 .12 He visited Liberia in July 1859 and saw in the proposed Liberian College`a grand stride in the march of African Regeneration and Negro Nationality ' .13 Half a century later, however, Sir Harry Johnston castigated the`obstinate adhesion' of the Liberians and their College`to the ideals of New England' and warned that they`must turn their backs on America and their faces towards Africa, or they will dwindle to nothing'.'' That Delany was also seriously concerned with this problem of loss of identity was seen in September 1859 when he visited Abeokuta and concluded an agreement with the Egba chiefs . He criticized the Christian missionaries' habit of changing the names of their African converts on the grounds that this would lead to`a loss of identity ' . 15 For Delany, the only answer was`Africa for the African' with Blyden, he appears to have been one of the first to use this magnetic slogan . 16 E.g. Life 
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Delany's emphasis was political. Other Negro Americans looked for the joint regeneration of the coloured man in America and Africa through Negro-led Christian missions . As early as the 179os, Negroes from America were interested in the independent churches of Sierra Leone. By the Civil War, the outstanding theoretician of the Negro missionary movement to Africa was Alexander Crummell, l7 Bachelor of Arts of Queen's College, Cambridge, and a coloured Anglican divine . It was to be the connexion between the Negro churches of America and Africa which, after the Civil War, was to provide a channel for increasing numbers of Africans to gain an education in coloured American schools and colleges .
After the Civil War and the so-called Reconstruction of the Southern States, when the civil rights which the Negro had expected from a Northern victory were denied to him in many parts of the Union, numerous Negro Americans, despairing of a redress of their grievances in the United States, sought consolation in the 'Back-to-Africa' dream. At the same time, the partition of Africa by the European Powers and the many overt injustices which this created, gave the Negro American, already highly conscious of injustice, the added incentive of rendering service in Africa to his`own people' .
After the Civil War, as before, the 'Back-to-Africa' movement was strenuously opposed by leading Negro politicians . What is not so well known, however, is that the first so-called Pan-African Conference was held in London in rgoo . 5°Although Du Bois was present at this Conference and became chairman of its 'Committee on Address to the Nations of the World', it was started by H. Sylvester Williams, a West Indian barrister, and a moving spirit was Bishop Alexander Walters of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, a neglected figure of Negro American history and a believer in the inevitability of a 'Negro Cecil Rhodes' . 51 The Conference sent a memorial to Queen Victoria protesting against the treatment of Africans in South Africa and Rhodesia and succeeded in eliciting from Joseph Chamberlain a pledge that 'Her Majesty's Government will not overlook the interests and welfare ofthe native races 1 .52 It was at the igoo Pan-African Conference, in a memorial which he drafted to be sent'to the sovereigns in whose realms are subjects of African descent', that Du Bois first made the statement that 'The problem of the Twentieth Century is the color line'-those famous wordswhich, threeyears later, headed his influential book, The Souls of Black Folk . 53 It is important to remember that this often-quoted slogan started not in the opening paragraph to his first notable book but at the time of Du Bois's introduction to Pan-Africanism.
Until Table' and declared that 'Self-determination will be secured only by those who are in a position to force it', 51 he was speaking not only to the African in Africa but also-and perhaps primarily-to the Negro in America.
The association of these two motives was seen after the War when the N. A With 6oo,ooo Africans fighting in the trenches with the allies and an equal number in arms in various parts of Africa under governments who have taken over the continent, it can never be hoped to again make the African a docile creature, to be dumb driven like a brute, which his oppressors have been loo years or more in the making.e 1 How much such sentiments exercised a direct influence on Africans is a matter for speculation, though it should be remembered that coloured American soldiers, through their contacts with French troops in Europe, may have helped to disseminate them
Similarly, in the present state of research, one can only speculate on the influence of the igig and 1921 Pan-African Congresses at which Du Bois and his Negro American colleagues associated with Blaise Diagne, the French Senegalese deputy, on the emergence of the Mandates System. Du Bois himself has claimed that The Congress specifically asked that the German colonies be turned over to an international organization instead of being handled by the various colonial powers. Out of this idea came the Mandates Commission .63 No speculation, however, is necessary about the influence on emerging African nationalism of the cultural, as distinct from the organizational side of Pan-Africanism : pan-Africanism with a small rather than a large 'p'. Blyden, of course, was the pioneer of the Negro history movement : the search for roots, often romanticized, but a search which, without doubt, has brought to the surface important elements in the Negro and African past which the white investigator may easily overlook . Du Bois, like Blyden, realized that such a movement was necessary to bolster both Negro American and emergent African nationalist self-esteem . To this end, he produced in 1915 his little Home University volume, The Negro, the first of many books of its kind . Yet, as Rayford W. Logan, Du Bois's associate in the early post-19ig Pan-African movement has pointed out,s' the popularization of the study of the African past probably owes more to one eo (New York, 1918), preface, p. i. e1 Lewis Gamett Jordan, Pebbles from an African Beach (Philadelphia, i918),~e . of the moving spirits of the Association for the Study of Negro History and the founder of the _'ournal of Negro History, Carter G. Woodson, than to W. E. B. Du Bois . Woodson's papers in the Library of Congress reveal an intense interest amongst early African nationalists in his work. 65 Aggrey of Achimota, for example, spoke enthusiastically of the importance of Woodson's efforts. 66 But, if Woodson's contributions to that essential part of any nationalist movement, the myth-in the widest sense-of its past, are as great or greater than Du Bois's own immense efforts, one other name, hitherto grossly neglectedby almost allwriters on Negro history, must be mentioned John Edward Bruce (1856-1924), 6 introduced to Bruce by Blyden during a visit to America in 1903 .74 The importance in the development of West African nationalism of Agbebi's inaugural sermon to the`African Church' in Lagos on 21 December 1902, has yet to be appreciated. Blyden believed that it showed that`Africa is struggling for a separate personality ' . 75 (New York, 1919.) , in the words of Edward Blyden : 'To show the worldAfricans helping in the work-that the African has a culture of his ownto explain that culture and to assist him to develop it. ' 78 A less militant figure than those which have been examined must now be included in a brief examination of this commerce of ideas : Booker T. Washington whose self-help, educational ideal for coloured people had profound effects on African nationalism, particularly through its influence on Aggrey of Achimota'9 and John L. Dube of the Ohlange Institute, Natal.8°( Not all the Negro American educationalists of the self-help school, however, exercised a 'reformist', Booker-T .-Washington kind of influence on their African charges, as the effects of the militantly independent Principal of the Virginia Theological Seminary and College at Lynchburg, Gregory Willis Hayes, on John Chilembwe of Nyasaland indicate.) Sir Harry Johnston, who visited the Hampton Institute and Booker T. Washington's Tuskegee Institute when gathering material for his The Negro in the New World (London, 1910) , saw the influence of this educational ideal and claimed correctly that it would 'spread "American" influence amongst the coloured peoples of the world ' . 81 " Christian (London), 27 Aug . 1903 .87 The failure of the Garvey movement in the 192os8s and the coming of the Depression forced the attention of most Negroes in the United States closely upon their own country. Yet, if there was a decline in interest in Africa, coloured American influence on emerging African nationalism did not cease. Negro American missionary activity, orthodox and unorthodox, continued to influence the African political scene.8s Negro American schools and colleges still attracted increasing numbers of African students . As in the period before the first World War, this was one of the main ways in which Negro American ideas and methods of political organization entered Africa . This is obvious from the careers of Kwame Nkrumah, Nnamdi Azikiwe and Hastings Kamazu Banda. Furthermore, in South and Central Africa a glorified image of the Negro American as the liberator of Africa from European imperialism developed between the 19206 when Aggrey visited Africa with the Phelps-Stokes Commission and was seen as the spearhead of a coloured American invasion of South Africa" to the 1947 Madagascar Rising, when the rumour spread that Negro American troops had arrived to bring arms to the insurgents . But, amongst the emerging African middle-class, a more compelling image of Negro America has probably been that of the Ebony magazine variety, with its emphasis on respectable achievement. 91 What influence this may have had on African nationalism is an open question : for Du Bois, certainly, it seemed at one time to show 'symptoms of following in the footsteps of western acquisitive society ' . 92 No nationalism draws its strength from outside sources primarily, though a period of exile-if only in Harlem, Chicago or a Negro American college-has been a recognized mechanism for the political education of nationalist leaders at least since the 1848 revolutions in Europe . These notes make no claim that Negro Americans have themselves played a primary organizational role in African politics . But from the beginnings of Du Bois's interest in Africa and the 19oo Pan-African Conference, through the George Padmore period of African nationalism, to the 1959 London Kenya conference at which Thurgood Marshall, N.A.A .C .P . lawyer, acted as an adviser to the African delegation, they often appear to have acted at least secondary or tertiary parts. A more reliable measurement must await further research into all the avenues-unofficial as well as official, minor as well as major-of both Negro American and African history. 93 Even in the present state of pioneering investigation into these fields, one thing is clear : Negro Americans, in a complicated Atlantic triangle of influences, have played a considerable part ideologically in the emergence of African nationalism : in conceptualization, evocation of attitudes and through the provision of the raw material of history. If, today, the new African nations may be said to be of more value to Negro America than Negro America to them, this should not be allowed to conceal the historical role of the coloured American in their emergence.°°E . W. Smith, op . cit. 181 
